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Okakura compares this "Buddha dominion" in
Asia with that "Christendom/' or dominion of
Christ, which was formed in the West, as Chris-
tianity spread over Europe. In either case, religion
laid the strong foundation of civilized life and
preserved an atmosphere of culture.
When we go on still further to analyse the
contents of the message which Gautama delivered
to his disciples, we find that the ancient principle
of Ahimsa (Non-Violence) was at its very centre.
This is linked up, in a strikingly original manner,
with the Law of Compassion for all living creatures.
Thus the Buddhist faith was a true ambassador of
peace.
When I have accompanied Rabindranath Tagore
to the Far East, I have been specially struck by the
reverence paid to him by the simple village people*
They have regarded him as a living image of the
Buddha himself, and on that account have offered
him their veneration. With his noble presence and
saintly character he has won their hearts wherever
he has gone. His power with them is difficult to
describe to those who are unacquainted with the
reverent mind of the East; but it is clearly
unique.
One deeply touching incident I shall always
remember, for it gives in a singularly vivid picture
the whole historical background which I have tried
to describe. At a small wayside station on the journey
between Osaka and Tokyo, in Japan, in the heart
of the hill country, a group of Buddhist priests, clad